[Involvement of free radicals in lead poisoning].
The following proves that free radicals are involved in lead poisoning: An enolamine form of 5-aminolevulinic acid (ALA), a haem precursor which accumulates in the body of lead poisoned patients undergoes fast autooxidation with concomitant generation of reactive oxygen species. The transmembrane potential and calcium ions fluxes of isolated rat mitochondria are strongly affected by ALA. This toxic effect is inhibited by antioxidant enzymes. Induction of antioxidant enzymes' activity was observed in lead-exposed workers.